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Future Programs 
2/12/09 Invocation:  Fred Towne         Host: Van Vandehey 

County extension – Steve Dodrill, Lane Co. Staff 
Chairman 

2/19/09 Invocation: Jack Naff          Host: LeRoy Hershiser 
Helping Hands and Good Samaritan, street people and  
homeless ministry – Evelyn Anterton 

2/26/09 Invocation: Brooks Durham   Host: Don Lown 
Acquiring Land for Eugene Parks and Open Space –
Philip Richardson, Landscape Architect 

3/5/09 Invocation: Ted Brown           Host: Virginia Brooks 
Boys and Girls clubs of Emerald Valley – Bridgette 
Horlacher 

3/12/09 Invocation: Bob Sabin  Host Bob Sanders 
Station 7, Kirstin Lee, Program Supervisor 

3/19/09 Invocation: Bob Kingsbury Host: Don Lown 
SMART (Start Making a Reader Today) 

_____________________________________________ 

President’s Corner 
The Human and Spiritual Aims in our Club can take a few 
minutes to remember Millard Fuller who passed away last 
week. Millard started the idea and process of helping people 
to use a group of people to build a Habitat for Humanity 
home. He helped Gerry Keener and families in Portland to 
show how to involve a family who needs a home and help 
groups together to actually build the home. We have enjoyed 
including a Bible to the local family and include a water tank 
with our Kiwanis logo for them. We can have Gerry give us 
more information about how Mr. Fuller helped people and 
the things he has learned about Habitat for Humanity and 
how we can help build a home. 
 
Estley Schick and I attended the Eugene club meeting 
Wednesday to listen to Mel Pyne who is CEO, for 
PeaceHealth Oregon Region. Now that RiverBend is 
“working” we heard a lot of reasons that it is now in the top 
25 percent of health care institutions across the country. 
Their goal is to feature a healing environment through the 
Hospital with their physician expertise and have been trained 
to know as much about their skills. I think that we constantly 
learn from the people/children who need our time and money 
to do a better job at their/our skills too. Mr. Pyne described 
how the current slowdown affects everyone and some of the 
ways that RiverBend people are designing processes so that 
processes are more patient-family centered, more safe and 
reliable and more cost efficient. I’ll be looking into a schedule 
 

 
for him to visit our club because he filled a lot of thoughts 
that I gained from. 
______________________________________________ 

Upcoming Events 
Feb. 12 Member Birthday celebration. 

Feb. 12 Sponsored Youth and Spiritual Aims Committee 
meeting after Club meeting. 

Feb. 12 Division Council meeting at Stacy’s Covered 
Bridge Restaurant, 401 East Main in Cottage 
Grove; 6:00 p.m. for dinner, 7:00 meeting.  Get off 
at Cottage Grove exit, go into town to Main Street 
and turn right. The restaurant is on the left.  

Feb. 16 Dining Room, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., 208 W. 8th. 

Feb. 19 PR Committee Meeting after Club meeting. 

Feb. 25  Membership committee meeting, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 
p.m., 3050 N. Delta Highway, County Parks office. 

Mar.   2 Youth Services Committee meeting, 12:00 p.m. @ 
Abby’s Pizza, River Road. 

Mar.  3 Read Across America at Ross Lane Headstart. 

Mar.  5 Community Services Committee meeting 11:30 
a.m. before Club meeting. 

Mar.  5 YCPO Committee meeting after Club meeting. 

Mar.  9 EEK Board meeting, 12:00 noon at Eagles. 

Mar. 12 Member Birthday celebration. 

Mar. 12 Sponsored Youth and Spiritual Aims Committee 
meeting after Club meeting. 

Mar. 12 Division Council meeting, 6:00 p.m. dinner, 7:00 
p.m. meeting. 

Mar. 16 Dining Room, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., 208 W. 8th. 

Mar. 18 Membership committee meeting, 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 
p.m., 3050 N. Delta Highway, County Parks office. 

Mar. 19 PR Committee Meeting after Club meeting. 

April 16 Youth Recognition banquet, 6:30 p.m., Shadow 
Hills Country Club. 

April 25 Zone Conference in Cottage Grove. 

 
 

Meets 12:00 p.m. 
Thursday 
Eagles Club Eugene 

Editor Bob Sanders  
686-8477 

February 2009  

Vol. 55 No. 5  

www.eekiwanis.org 



Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Members’ Birthdays 

Joe Murray 2/3 Jim Lane 2/5 
Fred Ferdowsian 2/9 Eileen Sanders 2/10 
LeRoy Hershiser 2/13 Rick Parra 2/14 
Billy Nickell 2/17 Jason Steele 2/19 
Phil Jaspers 2/21 Dee Harbison 2/21 
Loralyn Spiro 2/26 

Spouses’ Birthdays 
Jayne Parra 2/14 Dave Brooks 2/25 

_____________________________________________ 

Read Across America 
For several years we participated in Reading is Fundamental 
but that program got really complicated and we discontinued 
doing it.  We now have a chance to read to preschoolers 
again.  The Emerald Empire Reading Council has arranged 
for us to read to two classes at the Ross Lane Headstart 
School at 10:30 a.m. and at 12:30 p.m. on March 3rd.  The 
address of the school is 2648 Ross Lane.  Take River Road 
to Hunsaker, turn right (East) and go to Ross Lane and turn 
right.  Look for the Ross Lane apartments and park there on 
the street.  The coordinator did get permission for us to park 
in the parking lot if we need to.  The school is towards the 
center of the apartment complex.  If you are coming going 
west on the Beltline you can take the Division Street exit and 
take Hunsaker to your right and turn left on Ross Lane.  A 
signup sheet will be sent around at the next two meetings.  
You can read at one or both sessions and we will have a 
chance to eat lunch between them. 
_____________________________________________ 

Board Thank You Award 
People join Kiwanis to perform service to the community and 
the world.  The Board Thank You award was established to 
recognize members down in the trenches who give service 
to our Club and therefore is restricted to service outside of 
leadership positions such as a Club Officer or Committee 
Chair who are recognized at the Club Installation Banquet. 

One such member who has been down in the trenches 
constantly since he joined our club is George Matheson.  
Even though he has had problems lately he is still there 
whenever possible.  For all his long time and continuing 
service to our Club the Board awards George Matheson our 
Board’s Persistence Thank You Award for the month of 
February. 
________________________________________________ 

Board Meeting Notes 
On February 9th the Board met and conducted the following 
business: 
·  Approved the minutes of the January 12th meeting as 

written. 
·  Reviewed the monthly report:  Attendance 81.3%.  

Administrative hours-88 with 45 members participating.  
218 service hours with 27 members participating.  Gerry 
Keener did 58 hours for Habitat for Humanity.  Ray Hull 

·  did 80 hours at the Science Factory along with several 
members who helped swap exhibits. 

·  Accepted the Treasurer’s report.  Administrative Fund 
$7,788.54.  Project Fund $38,177.08.  $75 was given to 
NCU CKI for help in tuition for a conference.  Donated 
$1,000 to the OSU Foundation for 4-H.  Gave $300 to 
the Metropolitan Choral Festival choir directors. 

·  Voted to award George Matheson the February Board 
Thank You Award for his persistent dedication to our 
club. 

·  Voted to update the budgeted amount for our share of 
the SIGN project from $2,800 to $3,120 due to 
inaccurate Division membership numbers at the 
beginning of the project.  Agreed that this amount is in 
addition to what club members donate. 

·  Voted to have our bylaws update.   
·  Heard a report from the Berry Sale committee. 
·  Voted to have the telephone answering service charged 

to the Berry Sale since that is the main purpose of 
having the phone.  At other times of the year a message 
will direct callers to the website for current information 
and answers to their questions in a timelier manner. 

·  Due to the “climate” in the world of working with children 
and the recommendations of Kiwanis International, for 
several years, the Board voted to have background 
checks done on all members and prospective members 
at a cost of $10 each.  Membership Committee chair will 
be in charge of this. 

·  Heard that we will be “Reading Across America” on 
March 3rd at 10:30 and 12:30 at the Ross Lane 
Headstart School.  Plans are also being made to assist 
at the Headstart Fishing Day at Leaburg Park in May. 

·  Plans for the Youth Recognition Banquet on April 16th 
are well on the way. 

·  Heard that there will be a collection for Station 7 in 
March. 

____________________________________________ 

Meet New Members 
Rick Parra 

Rick joined our club as a transfer 
from the Springfield Club.  He is a 
long term Kiwanian having first 
joined Kiwanis in Merced California.  
He has also been a member of the 
West Eugene Club, the Gateway 
morning club and the Springfield 
club.  He has been a Club President 
and Thurston Key Club Advisor.  He 
has received both a Hixson and an 
Everyday Hero award from Kiwanis.    

Born in Watsonville California he 
grew up there and graduated from 
Watsonville High in 1970.  He has 
worked in tire/ automobile repair businesses all his life.  First 
in Merced California and later after moving to Eugene in 
1983.    He is now employed by Norms Auto Repair as 
Manager. 

He has 4 children ranging in age from 39 to 25 and has been 
married to his wife, Jayne since 1976.  His hobbies include 
hunting, boating and motorcycles and volunteers to teach 
martial arts.  Rick is anxious to get started to work in our 



club.  He is still collecting signatures on his cap, so step up 
and greet him or you will be personally introduced to him 
before all members at a future meeting.     

Fred Ferdowsian 
Fred was born and grew up in 
Isfahan Iran.  He came to the U.S. 
before the revolution in December 
of 1965 as a student, first at a 
Junior College and then at 
Oklahoma University where he 
met his wife Linda.  They were 
married on May 30, 1971 and 
have three children, Carin, Kiven 
and Hope ages 26 to 34 years.  
They first lived in Oklahoma and 
then moved to California.  He first 
worked as an engineer but later 
got into a Catering business in order to save the business he 
had invested in.  Now retired, he moved to Eugene in 2008.  
Major hobbies are agriculture and honey bees. 

Fred is still collecting signatures on his cap.  Be sure and 
step up, greet him and sign his cap.  Members who forgo 
this will be personally invited to greet him before the club at 
a later meeting. 
_______________________________________________ 

Member Background Checks 
Serving the children of the world is the Kiwanis motto.  In the 
world of working with children, it is a well known fact that 
anyone can be sued at any time.  For several years, Kiwanis 
International has been recommending background checks 
for all Kiwanis members.  Since we are covered by Kiwanis 
insurance we need to take steps to protect our club in case 
an allegation, and it only needs to be an allegation, is made 
against any one of our members.  It is standard practice in 
any organization that works with children that background 
checks are done.  A simple background check can be done 
through the Oregon State Police for $10 each.  For these 
reasons the Board voted to have background checks done 
on all members and prospective members.  Some of you 
may think that you are not going to be working with children, 
but it only takes a few seconds of contact with a child that 
can be mistaken as a problem.  It was agreed that the chair 
of the membership committee be responsible for getting the 
background checks done and find a way of safeguarding the 
information. 
_______________________________________________ 

Bylaw Change 
Recently Kiwanis International provided us with a Standard 
Form for Club Bylaws with updates that could be made.  
Usually at International conventions changes are voted on 
and clubs can update their bylaws so they conform to the 
International ones.  There were several areas where a 
choice could be made.  The Board agreed that there was 
only one area that they wanted to update.  Article XII.  
Nomination and Election of Officers and Directors.  Section 1 
states “The election of officers and directors, except the 
Secretary, shall be held at the annual meeting.”  We now 

have the option of having the Secretary elected by the club 
at the annual meeting.  Up until now, the Secretary was 
elected “within one week after the annual meeting by the 
officers and directors who comprise the Board of Directors 
for the succeeding year”.  The Board agreed to change the 
bylaws so that the Secretary is also elected at the annual 
meeting.  Any amendment of the bylaws may be adopted by 
a 2/3 vote of the membership in attendance at any regular 
meeting provided written notice is given to all members two 
weeks prior to the meeting.  This is your written notice and it 
will be voted on at the February 26th meeting. 
_______________________________________________ 

Berry Time Again 
Yes, although still in February, we are on the berry road 
again.  The committee has met and started the process of 
the berry sale.  It sounds like the price of the berries will be 
about the same as last year.  Carl Ihle is looking into finding 
a supplier of frozen red raspberries so we could add them to 
our product line.  April 29th is the planned date for doing the 
announcement mailing and processing the orders will start 
on May 4th.  Fresh berry delivery is scheduled for June 18th 
but this can change depending on berry readiness.  Frozen 
delivery is scheduled for August 20th.  All deliveries will be at 
Valley River Center from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. with pizza 
parties to follow.   

Gerry Keener is compiling a list of places that flyers have 
been placed in the past.  Each member should look at this 
list and see where they might place more flyers.  We need 
everyone’s help in getting flyers to the public.  This is our 
main way of advertising and still, after 16 years, people say 
they have never heard of our sale.  Let’s try and fix that!  
______________________________________________ 

Student Recognition 
The Youth Services Committee has been busy getting ready 
for this year's annual "Youth Recognition Banquet".   The 
banquet will be held Thursday evening April 16th at 6:30 pm 
at the Shadow Hills Country Club (92512 River Road, 
Junction City).  Our guest speaker will be Bill Sullivan and 
his presentation will be on the 1300-mile  
backpacking trek he took across Oregon in 1985. 

 At the banquet we recognize a senior student from seven of 
our local high schools for their consistent contributions and 
achievements in their schools and community during their 
high school career.  These students are usually involved in 
such activities as school clubs, Scouts, their church, music 
groups and other worthwhile activities.  They are achievers, 
good students, and our future leaders but the activities in 
which they participate often go unrecognized by the   
community.  These students have all been involved in some 
service activities.  Each student will be awarded a framed 
certificate and a check for $500. 

This is the 22nd annual Youth Recognition Banquet and to 
date our club has awarded over  $50,000 to 
Eugene/Springfield students.  Put the evening of April 16th 
on your calendar and don't miss this club activity.  Seeing 
and meeting these students is an uplifting experience that 
will make you feel good about our local schools and their 
students. 


